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John Tierney: I agree with many of the points that Robert Wuthnow made in his piece. There’s
definitely something very dark and cynical about the American culture of mass consumption

today. Tracy Swartz: Here’s an example of the cynicism of the market place. It’s probably true
that a lot of things that have been produced and marketed by big companies and then sold to the

American people have been substandard or inferior. I could name some products I remember
from my childhood. For example, I remember we were going to drive to the mall and they were
selling ice cream cones, and they were selling them in soft and hard plastic shells. We had to eat
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the ice cream in the plastic shells. I also remember there was an episode of Three’s Company that
dealt with this issue. In that episode they had fun with the question of when something you buy

that you don’t want to eat has spoiled. Should you throw it away or eat it? It’s true that the
products that big companies produce that do meet the consumer demand have in some sense been
successful. The products we buy, the cars we drive, the houses we live in are all more or less of a
certain quality than they were in the 1960s. Robert Wuthnow: You might ask, “What is the value
of those products?” In terms of the cars we drive, and the houses we live in, the answer is they’re
made to last. The value of a car is not that it doesn’t fall apart over time. The value is that we can

drive down the road without having to change it. The value of a house is that it’s a house that
provides shelter 4bc0debe42
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